April 
29th 
- 1936 


Reve Henry i, Greist, uD, 
Pt. Barrow, Alaska 


Dear Doctor Greist: 


I am sure you will be pleased with the following re- 
solution which was adopted by our Board at ite annual — held last 
week: 


"Receiving the announcement by Dr. and Mrs. Henry 
W. Greist of their plans for voluntary retirement from 
active service in the farthest north mission field of the 
Presbyterian Church at Pt. Barrow in the summer of 1936, 
the Board of National Missions records its deep gratitude 
and appreciation of their faithful and devoted ministry in 
this distant and isolated outpost. There service has been | 
¢haracterized by heroic self-sacrifice and by the complete 
consecration of their rare talents to the needs of the 
Eskimo population of Alaske's northern coast. Combining 
exceptional ability as physician and nurse, with a passion 
for souls, Dr. and Mrs, Greist have ministered to the phy- 
sical infirmities of these neglected people through fre- 
quently recurring epidemics, while at the same time pa~- 
tiently leading them out of the darkness of their pagan 
superstitions into the light of the Son of God. Meny 
lives have been saved through their medical skill, and 
many have been brought to a saving knowledge of Christ. 
The Barrow Church has increased in membership under Dr, | 
Greist's ministry, and the effectiveness of this teaching 
and training, in which Mrs. Greist has shared, is seen in 
improved moral and social conditions throughout the Barrow 
areas 
; "The Board assures these faithful missionaries of 
the Cross of its continued prayers, and of adequate provi- 
sion for their maintenance during the years of their well- 
earned rest, with the earnest hope that the remeining years | 
of their pilgrimage may be enriched and blessed by the con- 
sciousness of having rendered a truly Genet service ber their 
\ Church and to the Kingdom of our Lord, " 


Mh You and Mrs,’ Greist richly deserve this tribute 
to your long and faithful services 


Faithfully yours, 
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November 19th, 1956 


Dre Henry W. Greist 
Santa Paula 
California 


Dear Dr. Greist: 


Replying to your letter of November 12th, I wish to say that 
I regret to learn that Dr. Maurer arrived at Barrow in an intoxicated 
conditions Of course it is wmthinkable that he should be entrusted with 
the responsibility for the health needs of the people a+ Barrow, and I 
have registered a very vigorous protest with Dr. Townsend's office, de# 
manding asguranoe from him that Dr. Meurer will be recalled and that a 
thoroughly trustworthy physician will be sent to Barrow in his places 


You are entirely nistelen in your rindieretand bik thet Mre 
Klerekoper wrote to me about the matter and that he “had no reply". I 
hope that you will not make that statement in any of your public ad-= 
dresses because it is not according to the facts. Your letter informe 
ing me of the “drinking bouts" of Dr. Maurer is the first information I 
have had regerding the matter. I took the trouble to write to Mr. 
Swogger, our missionary at Metlaketla, where Dr. Maurer has been located 
for some time in charge of the government hospital. Mr. Swgger replied 
that Dr. Maurer was a very skilfull physician, that he knew him very 
well, and had a very high regard for him. He told me that he understood. 
that Dr. Maurer was addicted to the use of Liquor but he did rot inti- 
mate that he was @ drunkard or that he drank to excess at any time. In 
a letter received just recently from Mr. Klerekoper, he refers to the . 
drinking proclivities of Dr. Maurer, but in a brief paragraph which he 
closes with the following sentence: “the doctor considers: me his: 
friend and is making a grand try at straightening up." 


I am glad thet you and Mrs. Greist are having such a pleasant 
time with your friends in California and I am sure that you deserve the 
high tributes that are being paid to you by the many congregations which 
have received you so enthusiastically and have heard your message with | 
so much satisfactions I shall be glad to see you when you arrive in the 
easte . Bish Meee | | 


ur 
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5, Palm Court 

Santa Paula, California 
November the Twenty-third 
13:36 


Dre John M. Somerndike, Sec'y, 
156 Fifth Ave., New York. ~ 


Dear Doctor Somerndikes 


Acknowledging your favor the 19th inst, I haste to address 
you this mere note, 


Refeming to the second paragraph of your communication, I assure 
you that I have in no nad <¢ degree offered any criticism whatever before 
the public as to any p Po ayea or failed to play in connection with 
matter in hand. Such action ’on my part wuld assuredly be most uncalled for-- 
would merit frowning reception. Once or twice only ami before small groups 
I have said that the transfer of the hospital to the government was, in my 
judgment, ‘a most regrettable affair? but always have coupled with that statement the 
specific statement that the Board was practically forced thereto and because 
the church at large had fallen dow as to benevolences, As often,I have stated 
that my worst fears were fully realized with the coming of the doctor assigned 
to the Fab dubelak Hospital of Point Barrow now givem under care of the governs 
range Fe into Barrow drunk and remained in an intoxicated condition through 
out tfe sev, a) eag s I remained within Barrow after his arrival. This, in support 
of my Fs a that government doctors and nurses of Alaska 
hospitals aor by the government not infrequently disgrace their professions 
and with impunity, since they are so far from ‘civilization’, so called, Publicly 
I have said that this has long been true as to the hospital at Kotzebue formerly 
conducted by Friends and later dismissed to the governma@mt, and I published the 
fear that the same would prove true as to our beloved institution at Barrow once it 
was turned over to an ungodly governmmmt and her agents, And the results 
coincided with my expressed fears. 


My sole criticism of the Rev. Mr. Klerekoper, expressed to him 
personally and in private only, never since to others, was that he erred in 
counselling the retention of the drunken doctor in charge Barrow Hospital and 
only because he (Rev. Pred. K.) “hoped to reform him and make a Christian man 
of the fellow.” I insisted and stoutly took the position that he (Klerekoper) owed 
a larger obligation to the Hospital, to the commmnity, to the service for which 
Point Barrow Mission has long stood. Klerekoper seemed to see matters in my 
light, them, and expressed sincere regret that he had withstood the demands of 
the nurses that the doctor be recalled, Klerekoper had travelled with the , 
drinking doctor, and said to me that he had Sought to influence him for good, which 
I of course deemed entirely worthy our missionary, but he also owed an obliga- 
tion to the service along that arctic coast. Klerekoper did all he did for the 
best, I am very sure, and this however much he was mistaken in his course, 


Whatever my criticisms may be, never shall they be personal in char- 
acter. What is done is done and may not be reversed, Our hospital, a center of 
Christian influence far and near along a thousand miles of arctic coast, is gone 
from us and may not be regained, We have but made it possible for the government 
to open & Pafidora's box in the midst of that people which eva now is open. 


-=2-= oe 


It has long been the policy of those in authority in Office of Indian Affrs to 
encourage the Roman Church-- they sentia Catholic priest into Kotzebue ani opa@mly 
gloried in it, and this following the transfer of the hospital from the 

Friends' Mission to said Office of Indian Affrs, Trouble of major sort has 
followed, peace has taken wing and flow to distant parts, immorality flaunts 
itself? publicly on the streets of Kotzebue, illegitimacy anong Eskimo girls is 

a stink to high heaven, ani it will be only because of the high moral standards 
of Point Garrow young people, the fact they have become Christian in fact as well 
as in profession, that a like condition will not obtain there as in Kotzebue. 

The gov'te drinking doctor's wife is a Roman Catholic woman, The nurse in charge 
all AlaskenAurses is a Roman Catholic. And I venture to suggest that within 
five years the Roman Church will have gotten a foot-hold within Barrow itself, 


And because so much of our real estate was given over to the 
hospital, and because the rear end of that portion surrendered was also given 
to the government in face of my earnest recommendation that it be retained lest 
the Roman Church in time get it for church purposes (the sole location for a 
church available on high ani goodly lend), I fear for the future and peace of 
our dearly bought position until recently enjoyed in Barrow under the Holy 
Spirit. God alone knows the dangerg= you,I fear, cannot know them since you nor 
other executive of the Board has ever been personally om that coast. Nor can 
the Reverend Klorekoper appreciate the dmgers as yet. God protect us, is my 


prayer. 


Truly yours, 


It is entirely possible that Mrs. Greist and I will remain in Southern 
California the winter since her health seems improving with the mildness of the 
climate and the arse variety of such food as she should have. I will advise 
you from time As"fo any movement had on our part. In mean while I have been 
used by the great First Church in Hollywood, making am address last night 
to an audience of some two thousand and over the radio to surrounding states, 
When through, the audience asked for another twenty minutes, the broadcasted mes- 
sage having ceased in mean while, and I sp&ke again, not ome member of the 
audience leaving. Hollywood is giving a reception and dinner in that church to 
my wife and me Wednesday night, the 25th, Before Los Angeles ¥resbyteriah I am to 
give an address December 5th. My laryngitis is improving notwithstaniing these 
effortse 

H.W.Ge 


Br. Henry W. Greist 


Wate of— 
The Poirt Barrow, Alaskx 
Preshyterian Mission and Hospital 


Santa Paula, California 
January 12, 1957, 


Dre J. M. Somerndike, Secty, 
156 Fifth Ave., New York City. 


Dear Doctor Somerndikes 


I am most happy to advise that Mrs. Greist is making 
an uneventful recovery, is doing splendidly, and that we are most 
hopeful of an early convalescence. 


I left Hollywood Sunday evening, returning to my son's here, 
but will again visit my wife very soon. 


Possibly within another week we can take lirs. Greist to a 
lovely convalescents*t home in follywood, where she will have every 
care, but at 30% of the oft “or Hollywood Hospital. Then in 
another ten days or fortnight I would hope to bring her to Santa 
Paula for recuperation, hopefully anticipating her returned vitality. 
We would look forward to a probable automobile trip ast on or about 
April lst., visiting our old home in Indiana, but with friends and 
relatives en route through Texas, Louisiana, Colorado, Iowa, etc. 

We wish to get up Boston way, and of course would make every effort to 
visit 156 Fifth Ave. I have as you know two brothers in the Hast, 
and David, my son, as well, 


I appreciate the united prayers of friads at headquarters, 
the helpful intercession in Mrs. Greist's behalf, and would have 
all to know how deeply our hearts go out to you. 


I remain, 


Very Sincerely, 4% 7 fe 
A teat & 


P.S.-- lirs. Will Rogers asks me to call upon her at her ranch at early 
date. We made a social call at her home once before, for lunch as well. 
I have several dates in Los Angeles area within the: near future. 
I am to speak before the Presbyterian Ministers Association at the 
rooms of the Synodical Headquarters in Los Angeles on Monday, the 18th 
inste Next Sunday evening, before the First Church at “os Angeles... Then 
The “Hollywood Missionary Society,” I believe they term themselves, 
within the First Church,Tuesday, the 26th. Then that same evening, 
I am invited to address the medical staff of Hollywood Hospital 
for 45 mts on "Medicine within the far North", this group,with medical 
friends invited, mumbers approximately 200 physicians and surgeons, 
I go to Monrovia First on the 24th inst. The American on begs for 
an address in Ventura (200 men) om the 20th. I am merely asking 
expense money for these dates. 

He WeGe 


Dr. Henry W. Greist 


Wate of— 


The Point Barrow, Alaska 


Presbyterian Missian and Hospital 


Santa Paula, California, Febty 20, 1957 


Dre Je Me Somerndike, Sec'y, 
156 Fifth Ave., 
New York. 


Dear Dr. Somerndike: 
In re the burning of Point Barrow Hospital the evening of the 19th ins. 


Few can appreciate-- not even you can adequately appreciate this calamity 
to Barrow and that coast. Meny lives will inevitably be lost as an indirect 
result, simce no doctor, not all the doctors of New York City in consulta- 
tion assembled, can save a penumonia case when treated within an ingloo however 
scientific be their ordered treatment. Dr. Spence a well trained and long 
experienced physician said over his signature, "I lost 95% of my pnewnonias 
in Barrow whereat I am forced to treat them within their homes", 


This is the $)! of a series of tragedies which has come to Barrow since 
I sailed from September 8th, First, the drowning of Will Solomon and 
the near death by drowming of Mrs. Chas. D. Brower in early October. Secondly, 
the crushing of sea ice on that beach which killed many dogs, so very valuable 
to that people, and destroyed many boats worth thousands of dollars, and came 
nearly destroying residences hard by. And this, the climax of it all, the 
fire which obliterated Barrow Hospital, the one major proposition through which 
and by means of which we contacted so very mmy up and dow that thousand 
miles of arctic coast, served then physically and through their ills their 
spiritual wellfare, a medical service secomi to none anywhere under the 
Stars and Stripes, of infinitely greater import and value as 4 means to an end 
than any member of the Board of National Missions or any executive connected 
therewith ever has or ever will appreciate. 


I note with regret that the Government failed to keep its promise to you, 
and through you toyme, to transfer that drinkenm doctor, Three months have 
passed-— yes; fixe of then nearly if not quite, and he is yet there, not- 
withstanding The Chief Medical Director in ashington advised you that he had 
wired Junean office to order his trangfer to Kotzebue, Rev. Mr. Klerekoper 
hopes by retaining him and his Roman atholic wife on that coast to reform 
him, but what about the influence deleterious in character in mean while upon 
the native population? Klerekoper is there, not to reform a drunkard saving 
incidentally, but primarily our missionary is so placed to protect the natives 
from vicious influences in so far as he is able, to preach Righteousness, 
temparance and judgment to come, Klerekgper writes me that the drinking doctor 
attends the church services. What does ove? Nothing. The Roman 
church is as wise as a serpent but (oft times) as harmless as a dove, They 
but bide atwee. That wife of the doctor is a tool, as is the Visiting nurse 
of all Alaska now over the Barrow nurses, who is likewise a Romanist. 


Think you seriously that I am duty bound to hold my peace as to these 
vidations of promises made to you by the Washington head of affairs medical? — 
His promise to transfer that medical man? I am not sure that + an so bound. 
The church merits information as to these matters in which she is vitally 
interested, The Board is but 4 servant of the church. The church has 


--2-— 


Dre JM. Se 
From H.W. Ge 
2/20/1937. 


Tms for years supported that medical mission, and her heart is in its wellfare 
Sven now. Church groups and leading members con ently ask, “How goes it at 
Barrow, to your best knowledge$" What am I to reply? Shall I hold my silence 
pusmomy and say "Feace, peace, when there is no peace? In so far as 

the Rev. Mr. Klerekoper is concerned, I have faith that in time he will have 
learned the ropes and do an outstanding service spiritually anong that people, 
but with a drinking and unconverted doctor as his team-mate or tmequal'! 
yoke-feliow, he is sorely handicapped and merits helpe 


For the people of Barrow I have profound sorrow in this calamity. 

Only by eternal vigilancs did we save Barrow Hospital from burning.on at 

least ee occasi ons. I practically rewuilt that institution during the 
Sixteen years I was superintendent. I built the third floor and the first or 
basement, ani did it completely, I re-wired’ the clectric outfit completely 
Since the primary wiring was done hazardously,. I made the electric wiring safe, 
But three different times the building was on fire, and the vigilant watchful- 
mess of Miss Ann Pannen, Mrs. Greist and our native help alone saved us 

from @ calamity like unto that which has now resulted, But what can a drinking 


aoctor do? Wherein is he capable of looking welll after such an institution 
in the far arctic North? 


If you have any smupmmichon information from Rev. Mr. Klerekoper, any 
word in detail, further than that covered by the press so inadequately, 
I would indeed be happy to be advised-- to be informed, I have much property 
or did have, yet in that hospital building, surgical equipment, loaned to 
the Government until such time as I might claim Same, surgical equipment 
bought and paid for by myself, I could not well bring it out this last 
autumn for various reasons, 


Thanks kindly for any word pertaining to details, 


Yours v truly, fed 
a 


A 
Henry W. Greist 


P.S.-- Mrs. Greist is making a very satisfactory recovery, is gaining 

strength, regaining her lost weight or part of Same, and is driving out almost 
daily. We anticipate leaving for Indiana and various parts in the Hast 

on or about April 15th, possibly a little sooner, . 

I have addressed many church groups here and there within this area, particu- 
larly in and about Los Angeles, and have some engagements up to end of Mch, 

I now have moving pictures well organized as to scenes, subject matter, orderly 
placed in one long reel requiring an hour for exhibition, titled, etc., in good 
shape, and show same on occasion but not nearly always, I have very little I 
gent to the Board during the years, but took most of these in recent past. 


a «+ 


1987 


Rev. Henry ¥. Greist, @.D,., 
Santa Paula, Calif. 


Dear Doctor Greist: 


Replying to your letter of February 20th, I 
wish to say that I heave been in conference with Dr. Townsend, 
Mr. Dimond, and other government officials relative to the re- 
building of the Barrow hospital. They are very eager to have 
it rebuilt this suamer and are busy making plans to spend 
$100,000 on & new building with modern conveniences end well 
equipped - the materials for which may have to be sent up on 
& special boat this summer. There is every disposition on the 
part of the Government to replace the building at the earliest 
possible moment, and we are cooperating with them in cons ut 
ing this Purpose. 


With reference to Ur. Maurer, I have the 
promise of Dr. Townsend, the Chief of the Medical Service, thet 
Dr. Meurer is to be removed from Berrow at the earliest possible 
moment. It is a definite promise; and knowing Dr. Townsend to 
be a truthful ond trustworthy uen, 1 am sure he will fulfill his 
promise at the earliest possible moment. I am to meet Dr. Van- 
Ackeren in Washington on April Sth, and if it is necessary to 
put on eny edditionel pressure at that tice you may be sure thet 
I will do it. 


I have no details about the cause of the 
fire except that there ere symours that it was due to defective 
electric wiring. I have no hbase 2 details from a regard~ 
ing the matter. 


“Feithfully yours, 


JHS:BH 


— * 
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Br. Henry W. Greist 


Unte of— 


&) 5b” 


The Point Barro, Alaska 


Presbyterian Mission and Hospital 


Santa Paula, California, Mch.20, 1957 


Dre Je Me Somerndike, Sec'ty, 
156 Fifth Avee, New Yorke 


Dear Doctor Somerndike: 


I have just this moment received the following wireless from Barrow, 
signed by three ruling elders of Barrow Church, good and responsible mete 
All speak Mglish fluently, Bert P. is the manager of the Native Store and 
@ man of independent wealth, Alfred Hopson is a hal@ breed of position 
and possessed ofthe entire confidence of the community, while Hli A, is a 
man no whit less responsible thah the remainder, I urge that you give 
it that care which the situation merits. We cannot afford to have our 
work of the years jeopardised to the end that a worthless, drunken 
debauche be maintained im that position of trust, in charge the medical work. 
While the Burau of Indiana Affairs at ashington have repeatedly assured you 
that he will be removed, yet time pass@s, and a plane e¥en now could get 
into ~arrow-- has probably already been there with medical supplies, 
and he remains. I know not the nurse referred to, but both women seemingly 
were worthy trust and the entire confidence of the personnel of our mission. 
Both were splendidly trained, with post work, women of great experiences 
But I have absdlutely no confidence in that doctor. I believe him a menane 
+40 the peace ami wellfare of our people there. He should be removed-- 
ought have been removed instantly on his arrival, last autwm, 

But, as to the wireless: . ) 


Pt. Barrow, “laska, March 19, 1957 
H. We. Greist, 
3 Palm Court, 
Safita ala, Sal ifornia. 
We hear nurse being renoved from Barrow stop 
We consiger our honest helper leaving Barrow stop 
Barrow people sent wireless message to Commissioner Indiana Affairs John 
Collier protesting her removal and declaring no confidence in Dr. Meurer stp 
We consider honesty leaving “arrow village stop 
We ask help from any person interested in wellfare Barrow people especially 
from you stop 
Copy of petition and this telegram being mailed to you stop 
Signed Alfred Hopson, | ert panigeo Fli ‘Anupkana 


This message speaks plainly and says much wham read between the 

lines as one acquainted with that earnest God-fearing people can so read 
gal G. I repeat, I urgently recommend that you again make representations 
to the executives of the folks at ,ashington, to the end that a disaster 
may be prevented at this time far reaching. 


Sincerely yours, 


Dre JeMeSe, from Greist. 


P.S.-= 


I feel sure that the nurse whom the Doctor objects to, and whom 
he is having dismissed, is the one from ashington, D.C., a most capable woman, 
the wheel horse of the outfit, who was pit im charge all narcotics, who alone 
would meet the Doctor at the door, to accompany him in his calls upon all 
paimamepetients, who alone could secure alcohol from the manse which 
alcohol Klerekoper and I on her request took to the manse garret and hid from 
the doctor, with the full knowledge and consent of the Bureau of Indiana 
Affrs chief from 4uneau then there, Mr. Hawkesworth, That item alone has 
worried the Doctor, supervised, under surveillance the while, as it would 
any self respecting doctor wothy trust. Yut that fellow, Dr. 
unworth trust and he knows it as well as do the folky i i 
This that you may further read between the ee 
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Rev. Henry W. Greist, M.D., 
Senta Paula, Calif. 


Dear Doctor Greist; | : 

Your letter of March 20th wes received 
during Dr. Somerndike's absence from the office on a field 
itineration, and we ere holding it for his attention upon 
his return about April 6th. In the meantine, however, we 
would like to advise that on April 5th Dr. Somerndike is 
to have a conference in Washington with Dr. Tousibdad and 
Dr. Van Ackéren regarding the removal of Dr. Meurer from 
Barrow, end at that tise you may be assured that the whole 
matter will receive earnest attention. 


Very sincerely yours, 


BH : Secretary to Dr. Somerndike,. 


Rev. Henry a. Greist, a.D., 
Santa Paula, Calif. 


Dear Doctor Greist: 


| | ; Replying to yours of “erch 20th, I wish to say thet steps are being 
taken to replace Dr. laurer immediately. His successor will be at Sarrow within the 
hext two weeks, possibly earlier. The nurse to whose departure you refer hes requested 
& trensfer to enother hospitel in which she hes a special interest end not because of 
any circumstances connected with Dr. Maurer's weakness for liquor, es has been reported. 
Government officials sould not have permitted Dr. Maurer to remain et Berrow last August 
when it wes discovered that he wes addicted to drink, if it had not been for the pleas 
of Mr. Slerekoper, who hoped to be able to help him to overcome this weakness, believing 
thet it could be done. | Bees 


! It should be asia further that I have seen letters end telegrams 

from Sr. Srower, Sergeant Morgan, and others residing at Barrow, testifying to br. Beurer's 
sill as @ physicien ond surgeon, end (contrary to your understanding of the situation) 
&iso stating that he has abstained from the use of liquor since he hes been et Barrow, 

as he promised he would do when he entered into his agreement with Ur. Klerekoper to make 
& strong fight to overcome it. Jt should alse be said that the zovernment officials were 
not aware when they sent Dr. Meurer to Sarrow thet he indulged in strong drink even no- 
Gerately. His credentials beer testimony not only to his skill but to his good chereacter. 
The 4etlakatie people put forth every effort to retein him in their hospitel where he ren- 
dered excellent service, even offering him e large inerease in selery end other induce- 
ments to regsin. ie eee Ne BY date PE Hs 


| it should be clearly understood thet Dr. Townsend's office end staff 
have regretted the situation quite as much ag we have, end that they have been perfeeting — 
their plens for Dr. laurer's removal as rapidly ss it could be sccomplished within the 
provisions of the Government Civil Service rules and requirementa end within the linita- 
tions imposed upon them by budgetery regulations end neceasities. The transfer of Dr. Maure 
will require an expense of upwards of $700 out of the Indien Departaent's budget for hospi- 
tealization. They desired to avoid the diverting of this amount from needed medicel cere 
for natives if possible by waiting until Dr. Meurer could be brought out on the North Star 
early in August - all arrengements heving been mace for this. Dr. Maurer's resignation to 
take effect upon the arrival of the North “ter has been in Dr. Townsend's hands for several 
weeks. ORS iin : . 


: However, yielding to our importunities, the Indian Office (Dr. Van 
Ackeren, br. Townsend, Mr. Thowas, ond Miss Greig) have agreed in conference with me re- 
garding this matter, to consummate the transfer of Yr. Maurer at once, It will require a | 
week or ten days for the matter to be cleared through the necessary government channels, 
to charter « plene, and to give Dr. Meurer's successor an opportunity to prepare to leeve 
his present post. | | | ike . 


Dr. Ven Ackeren has jiven much tine end careful thought to the de- | 
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_ Welopment of meesures to provide hospitulizetion for the Barrow natives since the build- 
dng wes destroyed by fire. You will be grateful to know that emergency querters have 
been set apart in the recently completed building which was erected for the use of the 
_ @octor end nurses. They have given up their living querters on the second floor of this 
building so that they may be used entirely for patients, operating room, etc., until the 
_ Bew hospital building for which materials will be shipped this summer can be completed. 


baron. 0% | Please assure all who inquire regarding the situetion, of the sin- 

- Gere interest of the government representatives in the Berrow enterprise, and of the ear- 
nest efforts they heve made end sre now waking under sost difficult ond trying conditions, 
of which you are so well aware, to provide efficient medical service for the Eskimo people 
in that isolated point. Pe as a ae a Bn Se 


Yours nost truly, _ 


JS 23H 


: Board of National Missions 
of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. 


156 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 


Rev. Henry Wi. Greist, &.D., 
Sante Paula, Calif. 


Dear Doctor Greist: 


Replying to yours of llarch 20th, I wish to say that steps are being 
taken to replace Dr. Maurer immediately. His successor will be et Sarrow within the 


next two weeks, po earlier. The nurse to whose departure you refer has requested 
@ transfer to another hospitel in which she hes a special interest and not because of 
any circumstances ted with Dr. Maurer's weakness for liquor, es has been reported. 


Government officials would not have permitted Dr. Maurer to remain set Barrow lest August 
when it was discovered that he was addicted to drink, if it had not been for the pleas 
of Mr. Klerekoper, who hoped to be able to help him to overcome this weakness, believing 
that it could be done. Ph 


It should be & a) urther that I have seen letters end telegrams 

from Mr. Srower, Sergeant ze ve fs) rte residing at Barrow, testifying to Dr. Maurer's 
skill es a physician and surgeon, and (contrary to your understanding of the situation) 
also stating that he has abstained from the use of liquor since he has been at Barrow, 

as he promised he would do when he entered into his agreement with Mr. Klerekoper to make 
a strong fight to overcome it. It should also be said that the government officials were 
not eware when they sent Dr. Meurer to Barrow th indulged in strong drink even mo- 
derately. His credentials beer testimony not on his skill but to his good character. 
The Metlakatlea people put forth every effort to in him in their hospitel where he ren- 
dered excellent service, even offering him « large increase in selary end other induce- 
ments to remain. 


it should be clearly understood thet Dr. d's office and staff 
have regretted the situation quite as much es we have, end thet have been perfecting 
their plens for Dr. Maurer's removal as rapidly as it could be accomplished within the 
provisions of the Government Civil Service rules anc requirement d within the limita- 
tions imposed upon them by budgetary regulations end necessities. The transfer of br. Maure: 
will require an expense of upwards of $700 out of the Indian Department's budget for hospi- 
talization. They desired to avoid the diverting of this amount from needed medical cere 
for natives if possible by waiting until br. Maurer could be brought out on the North Star 
early in August ~ all arrangements having been made for thise Dr. Maurer's resignation to 
take effect upon the arrival of the North Ster hes been in Dr. Townsend's hands for several 


weeks. 


However, yielding to our importunities, the Indien Office (Dr. Van 
Ackeren, Dr. Townsend, lr. Thomas, and Miss Greig) heave agreed in conference with me re- 
garding this matter, to consummate the trensfer of Yr. Maurer at once, It will require e 
week or ten deys for the matter to be cleared through the necessary government channels, 
to charter 4 plane, and to give Dr. Maurer's successor an opportunity to prepare to leave 


his present post. ; 
Dr. Ven 4ckeren has given much tine end careful thought to the de- 
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velopment of measures to provide hospitalizetion for the Barrow natives since the build- 
ing was destroyed by fire. You will be grateful to kuow that emergency quarters have 
been set apart in the recently completed building which was erected for the use of the 
doctor end nurses. They have given up their living quarters on the second floor of this 
building so thet they may be used entirely for patients, operating room, etc., until the — 
new hospital building for which materials will be shipped this summer cén be OonpPP ens : 


| Please assure all who anquirs regarding the situation, of the sin- 
cere interest of the government representatives in the Berrow enterprise, and of the ear- 
nest efforts they have made end are now making under most difficult and trying conditions, 
of which you are so well aware, to provide er tApiess medical service for the Eskimo arene 
in that isolated point. 4 


Yours most truly, é 


JH5:BH 


Oe tee 


Br. Henry WM. Greist 
Unate of— 
The Point Barro, Alasks 


2? . 
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Dr. Henry ¥. Greist, | 
Yonticello, Indiana 


Dear ‘Soéipe Greiats : 


I am so sorry to learn, from your letter that 
you were so greatly inconvenienced by an affection of your ear 
while you were in California. It is most gratifying, however, 
to learn that you heve mede such a splendid recovery, and now 
that you are back in your own home in Monticello I am sure thet 
you will rapidly recover, and by the time the Generel Assembly 
convenes I trust thet you will heve regained your normel health. 
It will be a grest pleasure to meet you there, end I em sure it 
will be a most gratifying experience to you to be e member of 
this Asseably as a Commissioner from Yukon daniadnpes A 


“I quite agree wi ith you that efter ur, and - 
Arse Kierekoper have had a few years of experience in work among 
the Eskimos, they will be more alert with reference to certein 
situations to which you refer. However, I am sure that their 
spirit is very fine. We must stand behind them, give them our 
unqualified support, end help them by our earnest prayers. . 


With every good wish, I am 
Faithfully yours, 


J4S:BH 


DR. HENRY W. GREIST - TRAVEL EXPENSE 


"North Star" ~ Barrow to Kivalen@eccccsccecses 
Arctic Airways - Nome to Fairbanks... cccccssses 


Hotel -— Nome (awaiting boat) eccccceccecssceces 


Meals - OD pace ene hee eee esen nee hoe VeRSSESES 
Baggage & Laundry eccccceccesvcccscccsescecsesses 
Taxi —- Fairbaenkade ocvccategetacs sucess Gduacbecee 
Hotel - 4 Se0e Cee esate oes seaee Cuuuees ee 
Meals - * Seccccceusecsewaseveeessnbaces 
Railroad Fare - Fairbanks to Seward.ccccsceass 
Taxi -— SOWarGecereccccccsecesecncssceseceseses 
Hotel - SM  geence sess eeesdeedeewtewakuticees 
Meais — Fairbanks to Sewardeccoceccscccsccaecce 
Ticket - Seward to Seattle.ccccaccccscvccasecs 

tewards, Taxi, Baggage, CtCeceeseccesecsecess 
Hotel — Seattle. «ccccsivsccadsesesesseaesecedcesee 


Railroad Fare - Seattle to Monticello, Indiana ~ 


PULLMAN < nce bacecsee se ce seceeeeveheneessenveses 


Meals — Seattle to Monticello, Indianadececeree 


Transfers, Chicago, and Baggage.cccccccccccses 


Taxi ROME cs ccecteees Sébeebabhets che Kens skeneeen 


Total. es 


$30.00 . 


100.00 — 
10.00 | 


17.50 
$1.50 
2.00 
18.00 
12.25 
14.75 
1.00 
6.00 
2.50 
87.00 
_ 7-00 
8.00 
33.65 
15.75 
9-00 
/ Pe 
«50 


$407.15 


Br. Henry W. Greist 


Unte of— 4 1% 


The Point Rarrow, Aluska | | ct « by \ 
prea e the, Sew Pag een 


Preshyterim: Mission and Hospital 


Dr. Henry W. Greist, 
Monticello, Indiana 


Dear Doctor Greist: 


I talked with ie Mudge vansardar about your : Seah expenses. 
He states thet the General Assembly will honor your bill. I have taken out of the 
expense bill which we paid, the items which seemed to me to represent your own indi- 
vidual expenses acart from any of the expenses of Mrs. Yreist. I am sending this 
list to you to guide you in presenting your bill to the General Assembly - it being 
understood that whatever psyment you receive from the General Assembly will be re- 
mitted to our Soard es reimbursement for the amount which we have already peid to yous 


I explained to Dr. Mudge that the General Apsenbly would be re~ 
lieved of your expenses for the return trip since you were not. returning to Alaska, 
and he assured me thet the Treasurer of the General Assembly would be very much gra- 
tified. to learn thet the Assexbly would be spared this heavy expense. 


I have received a letter from Mr. par qhones from which I ayete 
the following paragraph:- , 


"About. the church pews, Dr. Greist left here a deposit beok on the 
Washington Mutual Savings Bank, to the emount of $405.90 for church — 
pews. He said this wes gotten through his efforte through the ‘Northern 
Cross' aithough $75 of that amount was not specified for pews but to be 
used at the discretion of the session. This he suggested should be used 
for new hymnals which the church is bedly in need of. The amount in the 
bank minus $60 for hymnals plus their freight should be $535.90. Mr. 
Daugherty brought me a check the other dey to the amount of $21.90 which 
was given him by Dr. Yreist as e balance of the Will Rogers Fund which 
Mr. Daugherty said should be deposited to the account of the pew fund. 

In @ recent letter from Miss Vint, she states that 856.00 has been raised 
for 4 memorial to #111 4ogers by some church in California, end this is 
to be added to the pew fund at the :ecomuendation of Dr. Greist who is 
now in Californie. ‘the totel amount in the bank for pews should now be 
$413.50. In one of his former letters, Dr. Greist asked me to send him 
the plan of the church floor, which I did. He has very kindly consented 
to take care of the matter. How much he has done or what I do not know. 
Dr. Greist could forward soe plan of the floor to you and let you know 
whet he has done.* 


Will you kindly let me have the ficor plan to hi dis Mr. Klerekoper refers and I will 

send it to him, or if you prefer please send the floor plan directly to him. I will 

ask Miss Vint to send the $56.00 to Mr. Klerekoper which was raised for a memorial 
to Will Rogers and which is to be added to the pew fund at your recommendetion. 


Dr. Henry W. Greist, 
Monticello, Indiana 


Dear Doctor Greist: 


El we vos letter of May 12th enclosing a letter from Mr. Daugherty, 
which I am returning herewith. I do not know ir. Daugherty, but I am sorry to note that 
he is so critical of his fellow workers at Sarrow. I have the sane constitutional aversion 
to one who carries tales and gossip that all Christians should have. There is only one 
course that all of us should pursue, and it is the only right and Christien way: nemely, 

to discourage both the Eskimos end the whites from writing complaining letters, and to 
encourage then in every possible way to stand by their spiritual leaders, Mr. and Mre. 
Klerekoper, in whom we have every confidence, and to give to them their complete loyalty. 
If you were in lir. Klerekoper's place, just beginning your work at Barrow, you would be 
very grateful, 1 am sure, for anything that your predecessor might do to smooth the way 

Sor you by counseling those whose confidence he hed won snd whose affection he hed merited 
to give to you the seme loyalty ond helpful cooperetion. Possibly you did not have this 
experience, but certainly you ought to have had it, and it cought to be the experience of 
every Christian minister who follows another Christian minister in any field. 


knowing you as I do, I am confident that you have done and will con- 
tinue to do everything you possibly can to discourage the Sarrow people from any atti-. 
tude of criticism and to give their undivided loyalty to your successor. 


| oo far as the hospital situation is concerned, I am confident that 
even lr. Daugherty is not scquainted with all the facts, but I do not want to be dram 
into the quarreis of the government representatives with their superior officers in 
Washington or with one another. Miss Speanburg asked for « transfer. I saw her re~- 
quest for the transfer, and no pressure was placed upon her to leave. I also saw the 
reasons she gave for requesting the transfer. Mr. Deugherty is wrong in his understand~ 
ing that she protested against leaving. ae 


! br. Meurer is being taken out of Barrow by plene, as I wrote you, 
and Dr. George from Akiak js taking his place. I have word from the government office in 
Washington indicating that all the plans are in readiness for the shipment of the material 
for a new twenty-one bed hospital to cost over $100,000, for which a deficiency appropri- 
ation has been made, ; a | 


I have received encoursg ing news from Mr. Klerekoper, reporting the 
results of his recent trip by dog-team elong the north arctic coast between Barrow and — 


Demercation Point. I quote the following from the wire which he sent me:-—_ 


PREACHING MISSION SUCCESSFUL FORTY SEVEN DECISIONS FOR CHRIST TEN REAFFIRMATIONS — | 
THIRTY TWO NEW MEMBERS RECEIVED SIXTY CHILDREN AND ADULTS BAPTIZED Pee 
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Dear Doctor Greist: 


Our wed] came the 16th this yeer end we were very glad to get your 
letter ond to know that Mrs. Greist was better. it is a fumny world. We never eppre- 
ciate or know people until they are gone, end we do wish that you were here in Barrow 
now. Perhaps things would be different as we are wiser young people then we weres 9" ” 
Many of the natives say: "Well, our old Dr. Greist would not do that", ete. 


ane ft am 80 Giscouraged thet I: feel like just quitting, but’ whet of ‘the 

natives, and what of your church and work that you have put in so long end raised the 
morals of Marrow far above many other native’ villages where there is mission works but 
Doctor, you know how rotten - no, you do not ~ but you can imagine what it must be here; 
end the pity of it is I am stending alone here for the nurses cannot say what they kmow, 
and with the exception of Brower, who is giving weak support but keeping a wary eye as 
to where the § will be. Poor Sr. end lirs. Klerekoper cannot see it, for they think thet 
the MD will be converted soon and then all will be well. it is too new to them, the 
glamour of Pt. Jarrow, and he does not know the natives yet. He is honest and trys, but 
I guess, Yoctor, 1 spent too much tine among the roughs to trust so implicitly human — 
beings when their favorite conversation is how they took care of this gengster end that 
#od knew all the "big shots" end “you tell ‘em" and "rub ‘em out" such’ language speakse 
Yes, my “nglish is poor but not tainted with underworld slang. Well, I. see I am not | 
saying "nothing" thet is connected - just rambiing slong ss 1 need to get it off my 
chest. by : ae 

. Well, after the fire, they started to fix up the upstairs in the school 
for a hospital, and dia very nice. While they were doing it, Morgan ond the Doctor went 
sround snd tried to ,et statenents from the natives to show that I set the fire. Imagine 
thet. Told Elle that her job depended on not telling and had &ifred Hopson interpret and 
threatened him, seying that the only way I would find out would be for him to tell, so if 
I did find it out they would know that he hed told. It was so preposterous, end 1 only hope 
that they write that to Juneau. Yes, Ella end 1 were over there thet night to the hospital 
for dinner. Then Washington wired Van Ackeren telling him to notify Miss Spesnburg or to 
esk her if she wanted to trensfer. Well, Meurer did not tell her but must have wired back 
"yes" end they did not know @ thing about it until she cot e@ message thet her trensfer 
would taxe @ little time. She wired in and the natives did likewise, protesting. The — 
nurses have been the only ones that have lifted a finger here. All the press that you hear. 
about ell the operations were lies. Received typhoid vaccine on the mail and yet here it 
sets. Rats. Yet he gets $4600 per year, The thing they are trying to do ig put Ned in as 
janitor snd Mrs. ii. «6 nurse, end the doctor then would have it all to himself end the only 
one he would answer to would be Morgan, the dictator, . Paes. 


br. Greist, anything I have said use if you can but try to keep my name 
out; but if any of your statements are challenged and you need proof then use it because 
I am writing the truth and yes not telling «11, for I can't; but oh whet will happen if en 
investigetion is mede here end to 48k questions of both the MD and the nurses here. They — 


can itealk or must. 


We are coming out in May and we would like very wuch to contact you and ~ 


en t 
‘also I am going to try to get to Washington but it costs so much to get out frost here and 
may have to borrow enough to get back to Washington, for then I will: talk end they will 
have to listen and I am sure will for. (Roditer enc Ickes are honest, T bekienes 


Miss Keaton end I are heaving tomorrow for baie Bast again. I think ‘thet 


3 Kiarekops? will §0 soon too. 
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Dr. Henry ®. “reist, 
Monticello, Indisne 


Dear Doctor Greist: 


I have your very kind letter of June 4th. 
I shall write to Mr. Klerekoper, quoting from your letter _ 
relative to the money that is available for the purchase of 
seating facilities for the Barrow church. 


| I deeply appreciate your assurance thet 
you are not encouraging the natives to continue correspondence 
with you relative to matters pertaining to the church at Bar- | 
row. It is not surprising that these people write to you, know- 
ing that you will elways have a deep interest in them; but they 
are & good deal like children in many respects end they will be 
encouraged to bring trifling mstters to your attention, asking 
your advice about them, which while in themselves unimportant 
may create an uncomfortable and. embarrassing situation for the 
Klerekopers. I am sure that you will be wise and discrete in 
auch matters. ; 


We have received « communication from the 
government offices in Washington, coming through Dr. Van Ackeren, 
informing us that Sgt. Morgan's tools were in the hospital and 
were destroyed in the fire. He estimates the value of these 
tools at $2000. This figure seems to us to be pretty high. I 
ata wondering whether you have any idea whet tools belonging to 
Sgt. Morgan were in the hospital, end if so whether you would feel 
like giving us your estimate of their value. I feel that since 
he was always so kind in helping you in connection with any electri- 
cal work that was needed, and since he cooperated so cheerfully, we 
ought to meke some remuneration for his loss now thet we have re- 
ceived a settlement from the insurance company. I will appreciate 
it if you will advise me about this matter. — f ! 
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Rev. H. W, Greist, M.D., 
Monticello, Indians 


Dear Doctor Greist: 


i have your letter of July léth. While I 
sympathize with your request, 1 will frankly say that it is not 
Gustomery for the Board to pay the freight for Alaska wission- 
aries returning from their fields when they retire from active 
service. However, I am sure you will agree that the Board has 
been very generous in the @llowence which it has made to you 
and Mrs. Ureist, and 1 would gladly pay this item of $225 if I 
had funds available in the budget to meet it; but I am sorry 
to s&y that every dollar of money appropriated by the Board 
for Alaska work for this year is covered oy commitments which 
we have already made for salaries and seintenence of workers, 
and it will be smponesnte for we to find the sum that you re- 
quest just now. 


If you can wait until the new budget goes 
into effect, Yctober lst, I think I can arrange for an appropria- 
tion to cover one-half of this amount if you would be willing to 
pay the remaining half. Is this fair? If it does not appeal to 
your senseof justice, please frankly say so snd 1 wiil be very 
glad to take up the matter when the Boerd meets again in the Fall, 
asking for a apeoial appropriation. 


Fat intully yours, 


JMS :BH 


all > ws 


Br. Henry WM. Greist 


Unte of— 
The Pott Rarrov, Alaska . 
Presbyterian Mission and Hospital Monticello . Tndiana 
September the Seventh 
1937 


Dr. Je Me Somerndike, Sec'y, 
156, Fifth Avee, New York. 


Dear Doctor Somerndike: 


In re correspondence had with you some weeks: since in re: my 
freight from Point Barrow tio Monticellow, Indiange. 


I noted your reaction in premises;,that you were willing to 
guarantee half the freight charges sk that time, but that you be- 
dieved that if I would await:October lst ,t which time the budget 
for the ensuing year would be made up, thet you would be able to 
include the whole of the freight chargess. 


er 


While I had already ordered forward our personal freight, 
from Seattle, yet it had not arrived nor has it yet come to hand, 
end so I have waited from tim¢to time-until I could know the exact 
amount of freighte. The forwarding company in Chicago now 
advises that the total amount of freight’ charges: are $315-92,, which 
I_have paid to them, and am awaiting arrival of the goodss 
There will be additionaleharge:for Cartage from freight depot to 
my home, but this will amount to relatively little: of courses 


I prefer to wait until October lst at which time I will thank 
you to present the bill to the Board for py CEM: In m és 
while I will send you cartage bill later. fasob react ped JO 

I insist that this is a legitimate bill for the Board to pay. 

It is ju,t and reasonablee A missionary serving for seventeen 
year, more or less, upon g foreign field, expects transportation 
not only to the field but from it at the end of his-or her 

servicee During the years,a medical manjatcleast, surrounds him- 
self with much professional stuff, Moeka, instruments, surgical 
furnishingsf various sortss My first reference library (medical) 
burned in Barrow in 1924, .$400 of new: books; on which I collected 
not one cent of inéuranceese. Several hundreds of dollars of person- 
al propecrty way of wearing apparel and furniture was also de= 
stroyed on which we secured no insurancee The Board carried heavy 
insurance and presumably collected samey on contents: of mansey, 
..but the total value-was not 10% of the amount collected,, the: 

‘old furnishingsshaving been thrown out by us on arrival as worthless 
and substituted by our own furnishingss All this was explained 
to Dr. Jno. As.Marquis' at the times. Again, when I went to Alaska 
in 1920, and to Cape Prince of Wales,,I took with me $700 plus 

of medical syppliesswith: the approval of the Board of Home Missions; 
that Board having egreed to purahgsg sames. Mr. Banks, Treasurer, 
asked me to allow the Board in aeutumn to pay half the bill, 
saying thatthe remainder wouldbe paid after the new bubget 

was available.e But the remainder was never paid nor did I mention 
same-later.e All this is neither here nor there,.but I merely 


Da 


Dre JeMeSe. mae Qeee 
From Greist, 


9/6/1937. 


, 

mention same, by way of an effort to show that I have been 

considerate during the years and have sought to carry my share 
of the burdene. I might justly claim , portion of insurance: 

on the recently burned hospitalénd contents=~ could do so 
with equal justice:(?) with Sargeant Morgan who now claims pay- 
mnent:. forhis burned tools: left within the hospital by no 
authority or orders of the Board. I had surgical furniture there=- 
in worth not less than $400, burned with the hospital, . which 
furniture I expected to send for later when there would be time 
andopportunity to have it properly urated, which time and oppor-~ 
tunity was not forthcoming when I hurriedly left Barrow: last Sep= 
tember, facedfith so multitudinous dutiess. 


I maintain the Board should bring my freight Monticellow, 
my personal belSongings; 2s the Board paid our pransportation 
from Barrow to our homee And I am sure you will agree with me 
in premises:when you realize the conéitionss. And hence, I 
prefer to await October lst, at which time I will thank 
you to present the whole matter for adjustment to the Boards. 
Ere October lst I hope to receive my freight, pay the cartage to 
my home, and be able to give you the total amounts. 


With personal greetings, I remgin 


Very sincerely yoursy,, va 


‘4 ee 


ao 
Henry We Greet: 
(Eo 


September llth, 1937 


Reve Heary We Greist, MeDe 
Monticelle, Indiana 


Dear Dr. Groists 

Replying to your letter of September 7th, I wish to say 
that we shall send you a check some time in October for $515.92 upon 
presentation by you of the freight bill. Please send it to me and ~ 
I will give it my personal attention. 


I wish to assure you that Sargeant Morgan has received 


uo compensation whatever from the Board for tools left in the hospital, — 


which were reported to have been destroyed by the fire. | 
ith sincere regards, I an 
Faithfully yours, 


JMS PDS 


oO  —— 


Br. Henry W. Greist 

Wate of— 

The Point Rarrow, Alaska 
Presbyterian Mission and Hospital 


Monticello, Indiana, September 15, 
1937 


Dr. John M. Somerndike, Sec'y, 
156, Fifth Ave., 
New York. 


Dear Doctor Somerndike: 


In compliance with your suggestion under date of 
the llth inst., I herewith enclose to you receipted rail road 
bill covering my personal freight from Scattle Monticello, 
received this week, on which I paid $315.92. +f2/5¥ (aee 20 balro |} 


I will hope to be reimbursed by the Board of Nat'l 
Missions some time during October. 


When this receipted statement from the freight 
forwarding company shall have accomplishedits purpose 
on your desk, I will thank you to returnsame to me that 
I may place it in my files. 


I certainly appreciate your courtesy in premises, 
and will be very thankful to be protected as to the #315.92 
by the Board. 


With every good wish, and with Christian greetings, 
I remain 


NeBe-- You «ill note from bill that there was $21.54 prepaid 
by my bank in Seattle. This will have made the total freight 
$337.46. The prepaid amount represents, as per statement, 
cartage to car at Seattle. If consistent, I would eppreciate 
the entire amount, such being a legitimte charge as I see ite 
This amount escaped my attention when I wrote you. 


Correge Lewe Corl wo nothing , 


HeW.Ge 
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~ 
DR. HENRY W. GREIST, (A.B., M.D., D.D,) 
Late of the-- 
POINT BARROW, ALASKA 


Presbyterian Hospital and Missions 
to Arctic Eskimo 


Monticello, Indiana 


July 11, 1938 


Dr. J. M. Somerndike, Sec'y, 
156 Fifth Ave., New York City. 


Dear Doctor Somerndike: 
Acknowledging your favor of the 7th inst would say: 


The Board's offer of work in Alaska was accepted by me in 1919, 
the exact date escaping me at the moment. I at once accepted and 
began intensive review of my theology with the end in view of com- 
mendably passing such examination as Logansport Presbytery would 
submit. I was ordained by said Bresbytery, and my salary with the 
Board began June Ist, 1920, several months having elapsed since I 
was virtually commissioned by order of Dr. John A, Marquis. 

It was impossible for us to have gone to Alaska in #919 since the 
summer boat for the Cape Yrince of “ales area sailed in July of that 
year, hence another year was virtually spent in preparation. 


We sailed from Seattle for Wales, Alaska, in July, 1920. 


We were transferred to Point “arrow Hospital and the three 
churches of the Arctic in June, 1921, sailing from Wales in July of 
that year, reaching Barrow ten days latere 


My term of service with the Board should be deemed as ending, 
I assume, $ September, the 17th, 1938, since my salary has been 
continued the while and I have dme much pranotion work for the Board 
during this period. 


Some time during A ahh or while serving the Board in spec- 
jal work on board the "Princeton" in 1927, and,a little later, while 
at Nenana, Alaska, in charge the (hited) Grace Prebyterian Church, 7éube 7 A A 
Dr. A. Je Montgomery, then Director of the #laskan service, asked 
that I return to Point Barrow spring of 1929, which I readily consented 
to do, he guaranteening me a salary of $9400 per annum thereafter. 
Theretofore, my salary had always been $2000 per annume 
Mrs. Greist had never been give any salary at all, but she was 
promised $750 per annum on our return to the North. 


Some time early in 1930 the Board reduced my salary successively 
from $2400 per yr to a low point of a little less than $1900, which 
has remained the total ever since. Mrs. Greist's salary ws reduced 
proportionately (25%) and to the low of $600, at which point it has 
remained Our salaries have never at any time been returned to the 
original amounts, or increased to any degree whatsoever from that low. 


and it will be remembered that during my years in the far North 
I have ever dme double duty, and at times treble duty, the work of 
from two to three meny looking well and earnestly after the spiritual 
interests of the missioms, the medical service, and during much of 


the time serving as carpenter to an extraordinary degrees 


Nee ee el 


st 


Dr. J. M. Somerndike -- 2, 
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1l.-- On arrival in “ales, in August, 1920, I found the old manse a wreck, 
that house constructed by Dr. Sheldon Jackson in 1890, Half the roof 
was gone and completely, the floors were rotted from wmter, falling, 
and wholly bad. All partitions had been torn from out the house, the 
windows were broken, the doors hanging on one hinge if any at alle 
Instantly I went to the better mission house on the hill,now on the 
verge of a precipice and dangerous as a domicile, tore out lumber 

and building material) and with the help of ome man carried same dow 
the mountain and to the village one-half mile distant, and therewith 
hastily rebuilt the older manse, the one now occupied by our community 
worker there, putting that house in tolerable and comfortable repair 
within only. In samewe resided and carried on our labor tht one 
year. There were no vehicles inVvales at that time, nor within reach, 
hence we carried all that pumber off our backs the one-half mile. This 
was arduous labor such as few missionaries are ever called upon to do. 


2.<-- In “arrow we had no shelter house sufficient to care for our : ; 
expensive coal supply. On arrival that village in 1921 I at once (pert ~ hag) 
built a huge house that the coal might be safely cared for, This 

house was 20 x 50', sufficient in size to hold 500 tas, 


3.-- The new hospital was but approximately 60% complete on my arrival 
to inaugurate hospitalization, and 1 worked thereon until I finished 

the house, the third floor being as yet wholly unfinished, unfloored, 
un-sealed. The ice-house was likewise but enclosed. All this 

I did without help of trained carpenters, and did it well. 

hs vA 7, 

4.-- I also constructed a meat-cellar, requiring same months hard 

labor on my part and our employes, the wage account amounting to in ex- 
cess of $500 for Eskimo only. For weeks on end I put in ten hours daily 
blasting, drilling, and with pick and shovel worked with the men, 

looking after the sick and the churches adequately the while, In all 
this I spared not myself at all. Mr. Banks protested my hard labor, 

but Mr. Banks could not canprehend that in the Arctic one must work 

with the Eskimo, show him how by example, at least at that tim it was 
necessary, te Litt Go afm placed,” viz, Kas cag Mele peal ee) ee ed 


5.-- On my return to Barrow in 1929, I found the hospital a wreck, 

all foundations given dom, floors undermined, the building out of 
plumb, the great brick stack cracked from top to bottem and slipping on 
itself sidewise, and same was necessarily at once torn down. 

A vast amount of work awaited me thus, work which in the end was 

done to the extire satisfaction of all concerned, but months of hard 
gruelling labor was had, I wearing overalls and hip-boots with the men 
in the tr@nches. Bishop Peter Trimble Rowe a the Diocese of Alaska 
found me thus engaged one summer, aml will vouch for the general 
demoralization of the wrecked hospital at that time. I put it in 
far better condition,ere I was done,than it had ever beem therefofore, 
and in this job alone saved the Board some cmsiderable money, 


6.-- Then, too, the new manse awaited my best efforts, the fomer havng 
burned to the ground in 1924. I took lumber and other material to Alaska 
with me in 1929, and,ere the Nw year, had the new manse built, one of 

the best constructed md most canfortable houses in all Alaska, barring 
none, as any acquainted with same will readily admit. I sought to 
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employ a canpetent builder for both these jobs as per the authoriza~ 

tion of the Board's executive, but the competent builders in cities 

to the South demanded a wage of $20 per diem plus their travel and board 
and lodging while in Barrow, and this we could not pay, hace I voluatavs/q 
undergook the work alone, but did as good job as 4 trained carpenter 

would have done,as many will testify, altho it proved hard work for one 
with many other tasks awaiting and crowding him the while, 


On going to Alaska in 1920 the Board through Dr. John A. Marquis 
had agreed to purchase from me such of my hospital furnishings as 
Dre Sas. H. Condit (sent to Monticello purposely to inspect my outfit) 
then’General Missionary to Alaska, and I should mtually agree would 
be desirable. In the end Dr. Condit, pleading ignorance as to these 
matters, left it largely tome. ‘ shipped from Monticello to Alaska 
only that I felt to be necessary for our further hospital activities. 
$750 worth of drugs and medicim,were accepted from me for Wales, 
whivh pharmaceuticals I took to that station and used, Mr+ “anks, then 
Treasurer of the Board of Home Missions as I remember it, asked me to 
accept 50¢ on the follar that autum, pranising to pay the balance with 
the next church year's opening, April lst. But not to my knowledge 


was such balance ever paid. The Board was impoverished and I let it go, wet~ | 
sayi en since anything ahoutzit until now nnpses> 
OE BEkE es Be eS BOG 77, Rerpltet faasic | 
On arrival in Barrow in August, 1921, we found a Norwegian and his Geko 

wife residing within the manse, Dr. Spence having left the year previous. 

Dr. Condit was with me, and he at once omered the Norwegian employe wD 

of the Board to vacate the ranse, but this was done not until the ship I 7Meq Cote 
sailed to the Sogth with Dr. Condit, and the aforesaid Norwegfan virtually 
under arrest as a criminal. We found the manse fouly dirty, the furnish- 

ings ruined through soil and breakage. ‘“e discarded all bedding, all 
mattresses, and nearly all furniture, saving but a new heating stove, 

an old wrecked kitchen range worthless but the best we had, a broken 

table and af/cupboard, All else was destroyed or given to Eskimo, I 

alone re-furnished the manse and at my own expenses ‘When that manse 
burned to the ground in 1924, nothing at all was saved. Building and 

furnishing alike burned to the ground. Presumably, the Board col- 
lected insurance on the house and furnishings alike, but I claimed none 

since I had never taken out insurance or paid any of the premium, 


I mention these above listed facts, not in the spirit of 
writicism, far from it, but merely that you may personally know the 
facts as they were and are, facts worthy the consideration of the Board! 


at this time, 


Actually, from the time I was commissioned (some time summer of 1919) 

by the Board through Dr. S. “all Young for the Boar, until September 77 
1938, when my commission shall have expired by virtus of age limit, it 
will have been a few months short of Twenty years. 

Thus, if you hold strictly to the letter of the General Assembly's 

order, 1 am cut out, dehied any retirement allowance in addition to my 
meager pensions But I protest that it works an injustice in view of 
my long, faithful service during which time 1 served three separate jobs, 
as said, much of the time. fTrue, + had my critics aml severe were they 
at times, but even *aul had his and‘our Lord was not without enemies. 


” 
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Emerson has well said, #The man without enemies is a nonentity", and 

I bave ever found itso. I went not to the North and to the mission 
field to curry the white man's favor, to compromise to tiat end, but to 
do my duty and let the chips fall wheresoever they would, notwithstend- 
ing the devil aml his agents, And I did it witha clear conscience, 
protecting the Board's interests to the limit, the work of the church 
as well, smilingly listening to suggestions from school teachers, 
traders and the Army sargeant, but infthe end doing as I thought best. 
Throughout the years I accomplished nothing for which © am ashamed today. 
My record is absolutely clear, This does not meanthat‘I erred not; 
that + made not mistakes, but they were errors of the head rather than 
of the heart. And were 1 to begin my service all over again, I know 
not wherein I could better the record saving by and through experience. 


If denied a just recognition for this long service within the 
Arctic, lacking but a few months of the #wenty Year Period, 
Then I have indeed lost out, and I will know not wha® to do. 
Technically, I well know I am a "Goner", but must one always attend to 
the “letter” rather than be guided by the "Spirit" of the order? 
Second Corinthians 3: 6, would sugge$t the reverse. 


With all kindly personal salutations9 I remain 


Sincerely yours, 


yl Si OP 
a 4 . 


duly 18th, 1988 


Revs Haury We Greist, Me De 
Monticello, Indiana 3 


Dear Dre Greiats 


Thank you for your letter of ni llth which 
gives us the information we needed with reference to your — 
record of service under the Board of National Missions and» 
under the Beard of Home Missions prior to the ai ae sri of 

National Missionse 


Under the Board's rvles with reference to ree - 
tirement allowances, as steted in my previous letter, the 
Board £s permitted to grant a retirement allowance to mission= 
aries who have served at least twenty years under the Boards 
As your record indicates, your service covered a period of 
somewhat Less than nineteen years, The minimm pension of 
$600 is paid by the Pension Board on the basis of thirtyefive 
years of service as a minister of the Presbyterian Churche | 
We do not have anything to # with the rules which govern th — 
Pension Boarde 


Supplementary / wantin igi onnnes are granted 
by the Board of National Missions to missionaries who have 
served at least twenty years wider the Board. It is because 
of the hardship that we know is visited upon some of our mis 
sioneries to whom yeti segs ge have denied the privilege of 
giving thirty-five years of service as a minister and who, 
therefore, camot qualify for the minimum pension of $600, 
that the Board obtained from the General Assembly the privilege. 
of adding a retirement allowance out of National Missions 
funds to the pension given by the Pension Board, but such ! 
dllowances are given only in cases where the minister has given 
twenty years to the Bats Can) Missions services 


If you were eligible under this rule, your pen 
sion eonlé be built be from $361 a year, which you receive from 
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the Pension Board, to $518. In other words the Board of 
National Missions waild be adding $152 per year to the amount 
you receive from the Pension Boards 


We reoognize, however, the exceptional circum 
stances in connection with you service in Alaska, and we feel 
that in your case we would be justified in suspending the rules 
governing the granting of retirement allowances from the Board 
of National Missions, although this hes rarely been dones 


z am prepared to recommend to the Board that the 
pension of $361 por year which you receive from the Board of 
Pensions be built up to $600 per year by a retirement allowance 
of $289 per year from the Board of National Missiong. ‘This 
will give you the minimum eet which you would have. eee a8 
if you had been granted the privilege of thirty-five year ¢ 
service in the Presbyterian ministry and the full twenty years 
of wera ne uuider the Board of National Missions : 


The Pension Board informs us that for the 4 pau 
five yoars you have funded your pension, which gives you an ade 
ditional income from the Pension Board of about S160. per yoare 
You will notice, however, that we have not taken any account 
of this in ow cealoulatione We ere grateful, however, in the _ 
thought that you will be assured of an income of bisde:shupinauiiensed 
$750 per year wider this arrangements hi 


Upon your decease Mrs. Greist wil) reesive one= 
half of your pension of $361 from the Pension Board each year 
&¢ long ae she lives, and our Board of National Missions will 
continue to pay her one-half of the supplementary allowance of 
$229 per year as long as she livese That is to say she will 
be agsured of $300 per year from the two sources and such an-~ 
nuity as has been provided for her out of the pension you have 
flee with the Pension Board during the past five yoorte 


I will appreciate a wrd from you indicating — 
whether this arrangement will be satisfactory to you before 
descaemcavane it for the Board's approvals : | 
: With best of personal good wishes, r am 


Faithfully yours, 


JMS ¢ PDS 


